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ÅThe findings point to limited implications for personal well-being 
and spirituality, but to a significant negative impact on both social 
well-being and how people deal with death. 

ÅIn recent decades, Canada has been experiencing increasing 
religious polarization. While a core of perhaps 25% of the 
population continues to embrace religion, a growing proportion 
of Canadians are opting for life without religion. 

ÅAn important question that arises is the òso what?ó question ð
the implications for the quality of personal and collective life. 

ÅThe author draws on Canadian national survey data for adults 
and teenagers and comparative world-wide data to explore the 
impact of growing polarization on personal well-being, 
spirituality, social well-being, and responses to death.
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Monitoring Trends: Project Canada Survey Series

* 7 Adulté1975  2005:    > 10,000

ÁReadings of

ÁTogether: surveys lots of information on how    

we have changed & not changedsince 1960s

ÅBoomers    * Pre-Boomers    * Post-Boomers

ÅTeens         80s     90s      00s      Now

* 4 Teené.1984  2008:    > 15,000



Some Invaluable Emerging Global Data Sources



Chronicling religious trends
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The Religious Situation



The Old StoryéSecularization



The Attendance Situation

Weekly Attendance: 1950s  and Now
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òsecularization thesisó



TheOldStoryéSecularization

TheUpdatedStoryéRevitalization



ñPeople continue to have needs that  

only the gods can satisfyò   ïRodney Stark

ÅDemand remains constant

ÅIf some groupsfail, others emerge to 

fill the vacuum

ÅWhat changes: the list of suppliers

ÁSecularization Íend of religion

ÁSecularizationstimulates revitalization



By beginning of 21stcenturyé
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Inevitable & Increasing

Revitalization

Linear & Unlimited

Secularization



TheOldStoryéSecularization

TheUpdatedStoryéRevitalization

TheNewStoryéPolarization



Findings: a major shifthas been taking place

V Growing nos. turning backs on religion

V A significant segment still values religion

V But a growing core does not

V The size of òthe ambivalent middleó shrinking

V Situation = increasing religious polarization

V Evident with attendance, affiliation, belief in Godé



Religion in Canada is far from a thing of the past.

But in recent years,
there has been an important momentum shift

away from religion.

Non-religionõs market share has been increasing.

Growing numbers of Canadians are living life
beyond the gods.
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Attendance:     Weeklys & Nevers

Identification:  Affiliates & Non-Affiliates

Belief:              Theists & Atheists

The Polarization Picture



The òSo What?ó Question

Life With Godé

Life After God



1. Personal Well-Being

2. Spirituality

3. Social Well-Being

4. Death


