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ABSTRACT

Aln recent decades, Canada has been experiencing increasir
religious polarization. While a core of perhaps 25% of the
population continues to embrace religion, a growing proport
of Canadians are opting for life without religion.

AThe author draws on Canadian national survey data for adu
and teenagers and comparative wartte data to explore the
Impact of growing polarization on personaHvesfig,
spirituality, social welleing, and responses to death.
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The Attendance Situation
Weekly Attendance: 1950s and Now
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hPeople conti nu l
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A Demand remains constant

A If somegroupsfail, othereemerge to
fill the vacuum

AWhat changeghelist of suppliers

A Secularizatioh end of religion

A Secularizatiostimulates revitalization
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Findings:a major shifhas been taking placg

Growing nos. turning backs on religion

A significant segment still values religion

V But a growing core does not

V. The si ze of ot he ambij
V Situation = increasing religious polarization

V Evident with attendanj



Religion innCanada is far from a thing o

Butinirecentyears,
there has beenan important momentum s
away from religion.

Norr-eldi1rgi-ion:0:s «omar: ke

Growing numbers of Canadians are living lif
beyond the gods.



Teenage Attendance: 1984 & 2008
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The Polarization Picture

Attendance: Weeklys & Nevers
|dentification:Affiliates & Nowffiliates
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